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All Conference photographs are available at £5 each. Please complete the Order Form in the enclosures package and send to Mr Barry Friar, 43
Briar Road, Thornton, Nr Blackpool, Lancashire, FY5 4NB. The entire collection of Conference photographs will be available for viewing on the
Women's Section Website. Go to www.womensbritishlegion.org.uk
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Annual Conference 2011

How do I begin to write an article on our 2011 Conference?
I feel I can only use comments passed on to me from
members both after the close of Conference in Eastbourne
and at the RBL Conference in Telford. As a visitor, I think
just three words sum up the 90th anniversary conference:
WONDERFUL, FANTASTIC and MEMORABLE. 

I think our National and Regional Standard Bearers
Judges and Marshals were very brave to dress in pjs and
run along Eastbourne pier with their dummies, hair curlers

and teddies etc; and the marshals as gangsters with their molls were a sight to behold
- some I would not like to have met on a dark night!!! 

A very big thank you to our Standard Bearers and Marshals for the magnificent entry
into conference. The Parade and Drum Head Service, under the ever-watchful eye of our
National Parade Marshall Helen Richardson was a sight to behold - well done to
everyone involved!

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you all that Annual Conference is

the place where you have the chance to debate any issues that effect wives, widows
and children of our serving and ex-service community. So please ladies, on with the
thinking caps, lets see more motions and some good debating just like we have had over
past years.

It was also noted that at least five delegates were not in attendance for all sessions
- we were made aware of one being taken ill. Delegates, may I remind you that you are
at Conference representing your Branch. It is your duty to remain in Conference for all
sessions. How can you give a report back to your Branch and members on proceedings
if you are not in attendance? Remember, you are paid to attend Conference from Branch
funds. Non compliance payment should be returned and your members told the reason.

In conclusion and on your behalf, I would like to say thank you to all the members of
Central Committee as well as the extremely dedicated small hard working staff under
the leadership of Colonel Beattie.

I look forward to seeing you all 2012 in the land of song at “Llandudno”. 

Mr Pen Farthing – NOWZAD Dogs Lady Bromley-Davenport The National Treasurer –
Miss Lynne Joyce

National Secretary –
Colonel Anthony Beattie

Accountant – Mr Tony Wright

Lieutenant (RN) Jane Pizzi
The National Chairman –
Mrs Cecilia Harper

Ambassador of Song –
Miss Claire Madden

Address from The Conference Committee Chairman
Mrs Pat Chrimes
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Now that Conference 2011 is over, I think you will all agree it was a huge success and
one which will be remembered by so many for different reasons.

The weekend began with the Standard Bearer’s Competition and Wreath Laying
Ceremony. My sincere thanks to all our Regional Standard Bearers who competed in the
National Standard Bearer’s Competition; all ten Standard Bearers are a credit to the
Women’s Section and carry their Standards with dignity and pride; to our Marshal Team
who provided essential support during the Standard Bearer’s Competition and throughout
Conference, and to all those others involved before and during the Standard Bearer’s
Competition – a massive thank you!

The pyjama Jog – WOW – what can I say?!! And what about our Regional Standard
Bearers, hanging up their uniform for pyjamas?! They all looked fantastic and raised just
under £5000 between them for the Women’s Section Benevolent Fund - such a fantastic
effort and WELL DONE to every one of them! The suggestion of 1920s Fancy Dress for
our Marshal Team was a gamble, but it definitely paid off! National Officers and members
were most impressed as the Gangsters and Flappers gathered on the esplanade to
support the pyjama jog. And what a dramatic entrance into the Concert Hall with their
trilby’s and feather boas! We certainly promoted the Women’s Section in Eastbourne. 

The highlight of the weekend was of course our
Drumhead Service and Afternoon Tea Reception. The
parade, led by The Band and Drums of The Princess of
Wales’s Royal Regiment certainly drew in the crowds
along the esplanade. What a wonderful sight to see our
Standard Bearers march their Standards around the
Bandstand for the Drumhead Service. The entry of the
National and Regional Standards was truly moving and was
followed by a beautiful service. Once the ceremony was
over, the parade re-formed and returned to the Winter Gardens to form a Guard of
Honour, providing an opportunity for our National Officers and Central Committee to thank
each and every Standard Bearer who paraded their Standard so proudly at Eastbourne. 

The celebrations continued with the Afternoon Tea, and what a perfect way to end our
90th Anniversary Conference. It was such a happy and friendly atmosphere; members
were singing, dancing and even enjoying the odd glass of wine (or two..!) And that
spectacular cake – wasn’t it delicious! 

One of the highlights of Conference was a speech by Pen Farthing,
ex-Royal Marine and founder of NOWZAD, a charity which provides
shelter and relief for stray and abandoned animals in Afghanistan
and Iraq.

In November 2006, Sergeant Pen Farthing and his troop from 42 Commando Royal
Marines arrived in the war torn town of Now Zad in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Their
mission was to provide stability for the local people during a period of ever decreasing
security, but they soon discovered it wasn’t only the local people that needed their help.
Whilst patrolling in the remote Afghan market town of Nowzad, he broke up a dogfight
organised by the local police. Pen wasn’t to know it at the time, but one of the dogs
involved in the fight was to adopt him as his new owner, and to the amusement of the
Marines, make him the unofficial dog warden of Now Zad. With their tour of duty soon
coming to an end, Pen knew there was no way he could leave the dogs to fend for
themselves. On return from operational tour, Pen and his wife Lisa founded the charity

‘Nowzad Dogs’. They now manage a basic
animal welfare shelter in Northern
Afghanistan and with local support and co-
ordination, they are about to implement a
human alternative to the brutal stray dog
control methods currently employed. They
also hope to provide animal welfare
education through the gradually rebuilding
Afghan school system. Since returning,
Pen has also but his inspirational story into
writing with the publication of two books,
‘One Dog  at  a Time’, which recounts his experience in Now Zad and the epic challenge
of rescuing two Afghan strays to their new homes in England, and the sequel, ‘No Place
like Home.’ 

To find out more about their charity, visit www.nowzad.com

Address from The National Parade Marshal 
Mrs Helen Richardson

Book Competition!
For all those who were unable to attend Conference or buy one of Pen’s books, all is not lost! Courtesy of the

Farthings, the Women’s Section will be giving away 4 signed copies to 4 lucky members! All you need to do is send
in a postcard or letter stating your name, branch and contact details. All entries will be placed into a ballot and the

winners will be drawn and contacted on Monday 25th July. The 1st name drawn will receive a signed copy of
‘One Dog at a Time’ and the sequel ‘No Place Like Home’.  2nd and 3rd place winners will receive a signed

copy of Pen’s first book, ‘One Dog at a Time’. The closing date for entries is Friday 22nd July. Please mark all
entries with the subject “NOWZAD Book Competition” and send them to the address below: 

Chiara Raine RBLWS, Haig House, 199 Borough High Street, London SE1 1AA PEN FARTHING

A New Life with  My Rescue Dogs  from Afghanistan

‘Inspirational’ Daily Mail

Sunday Times bestselling author
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Hampshire County Conference
The National Treasurer, Miss Lynne Joyce, was
invited as special guest to the Hampshire County
Conference held in November 2010. She
presented the Cups and Certificates to branch and
county members of the branch. Pictured: Mrs
Angela McDougall, Group 5 Leader and County
Deputy Standard Bearer receiving the certificate
from Miss Joyce for her Group 5 activities. 

Branch and County News

£96,616.00 and still counting…! The Annual Poppy Appeal Collection -
Northampton Branch
Members of the Women’s Section Northampton Branch gave the British Legion a helping hand in last year’s
Annual Poppy Appeal Collection by assisting with the counting. Many of the members, several of whom are over
90, have been doing this activity for more than 20 years! A whopping £96,616 was counted on the day and
branch member Jean Young reports that the final figure reached £100,469! The picture shows Northampton
ladies in action with Northampton Mayor Marianne Taylor (centre) who came along to witness the event.

North West Regional Standard
Bearer’s Competition
Pictured left to right: Miss Taggert, West Lancashire
County Runner up, Mrs Coles, North & East
Lancashire winner and Miss Kearsey who judged
the competition.

Hampshire County Conference
Hampshire County held their Annual Conference
earlier this year and were joined by guest speaker
Mr R Leppard of the Hampshire Isle of Wight Air
Ambulance Service. He gave an enlightening
speech on the work of the Air Ambulance Service
and was later overwhelmed to receive more than
100 discarded bras from Branch members…!
These bras are to be sold for 90p each thus
raising much needed funds for the Air Ambulance
cause. Pictured: Sandra Fishlock, County Chairman
with Mr R Leppard. 

Market Drayton County Conference 
Market Drayton County Committee members gather for a photograph at their Annual County Conference
held in November 2010.

Hats off to Devon’s troop of
knitters – Devon County
Branches of the Royal British Legion
Women’s Section throughout Devon have
been busy knitting hats for troops in
Afghanistan. The campaign began after
Miss Bowden, Minutes Secretary for Devon
Country, saw an advert in Simply Knitting
magazine appealing specifically for hats.
Temperatures in Afghanistan often drop
below freezing and the hats provide

comfort and essential protection against the varying climate. Branches in North Devon then began to
produce the hats in bulk, which resulted in a huge delivery to the cadets in Chivenor which were then
prepared for delivery to Afghanistan. The hats, which come in either black or brown, are designed so that
one size fits all and can be worn snugly under a helmet if necessary and come in either black or brown.
The first cargo of 930 hats proved so popular with the troops that the Army asked for more. In January,
Women’s Section Branches handed over another 1,124 and have pledged to continue knitting the hats for
as long as the soldiers require them. The women have paid for the wool themselves and some of those
who don’t knit donate money to help buy the supplies. Well done Ladies, we’re very proud of you all!
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Hindon CE VA Primary School
The children of Hindon Primary School in Wiltshire showed off their artistic skills during a Christmas card
competition held in December last year. All the entrants received Women’s Section certificates which were
presented by General Sir Jack Deverell, as pictured above.

Poppy Factory Visit - Byfield Branch
Members of Byfield Branch in Northamptonshire went out for
the day with their RBL Branch to visit the Poppy Factory in
Kingston–Upon–Thames. They were made very welcome and
had a chance to make up some wreaths. Mrs Barbara
Edmunds, Byfield Branch Secretary, was able to make a wreath
for the Branch and had the great honour of laying it on Byfield’s
War Memorial on Remembrance Day. The photo shows three of
the branch members with one of the Poppy Factory workers. 

Easter Celebrations - Woodstock Branch 
Woodstock Branch hosted a competition for the best decorated
paper plate at their Easter meeting. There were nine entries in
total; two of which were made up with fresh flowers, four hand
painted and three crafted. The winner was the one with a
knitted snail and daffodils. 

Branch and County News

Market Drayton Branch
Mrs Gwen Bratton, Chairman of Market Drayton
Women’s Section, surprised branch members by
dressing up as a Santa Claus to present them
with Christmas gifts. They all had a fantastic time
at their Christmas dinner and party held in
December 2010.

Cream Tea for Heroes
Last August, West Somerset group invited Royal
Marines from 40 Commando for Cream Tea at
Halsway Manor. The event was the group’s
biggest fundraisers of the year and all monies
raised were allocated to the Women’s Section
Benevolent Fund.  Over 100 people supported
the event and attendees included local and
county members, local councillors and a handful
of special guests. It was rounded off with a short
service giving everyone the chance to remember
marines from the local base who had lost their
lives during the unit’s tour in Afghanistan. The
branches of West Somerset group raised £500
over the course of 2010. Well done ladies!

Charmouth Branch celebrates 85 years
Charmouth Branch members celebrated their 85th anniversary on the 18th of February. The
branch is made up of 24 members and was formed in 1926.  A special lunch was attended by
all the members along with their husbands. Pictured above Dorset County Chairman Wendy
Bartlett presenting the Branch Chairman Pat Stapleton with the 85th Anniversary certificate.
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Bonnet Parade – Watchet Branch.
Watchet Branch members celebrated Easter with a Bonnet Parade and competition. Mrs Val
Kenny (1st row, 2nd left) was the proud winner. A great day was had by all!

Branch and County News

South-West Regional Standard
Bearers Competition 
Cornwall County celebrated a double win during
Feburary’s South West Regional Standard Bearer’s
Competition. Mr Tony Vidler from St Austell Branch
RBL and Mrs Diane Marrazza, Mousehole Branch,
each won their respective categories. This was the
first time Cornwall has won the Regional for both
competitions in the same year.

Skipton Branch organises a
Shoe Box Appeal for
Service Personnel in
Afghanistan
A Primary School near Skipton,

North Yorkshire, presented their
donations for the Shoe Box
Appeal which was organised

by members of Skipton Branch.
Marlene Sharkey, Branch

Chairman, is shown receiving the
donated items from the children
who ended up contributing nine

of the thirty six shoe boxes sent to
Afghanistan.  Service Personnel

serving in Afghanistan have
expressed their appreciation for the
support given by Skipton Branch,
and it is hoped that similar appeals
will continue in the future. This was
the second Shoe Box Appeal
organised by the branch.

A Roast to Toast!
In April, Mrs Empringham and Mrs Wooley from Cliffe Branch East Sussex,
cooked a delicious roast lunch for fellow branch members to celebrate the
Women’s Section 90th Anniversary. They also held a raffle, the proceeds of
which were donated to the Sussex County Purse.  Later on in the month,
members and friends enjoyed a visit to the Royal Hospital Chelsea which was
reported to be a very enjoyable and informative trip. The proceeds of a raffle
held on the coach were donated to the Hospital.

Chocolate Galore for the Purse Presentation
– Wareham Branch
Members of Wareham Branch set up a chocolate tambola in
their village hall for the Purse Presentation. Pictured: Branch
Secretary Paula McIntyre and Vice-Chairman Sue Reeves.

Question Time at
Croxley Green
Branch
In February, members
from Croxley Green
Branch were invited to
attend a Question
Time Event organised
by the Resident’s
Association. The evening commenced with cheese and wine and a chance to
network and build bonds with other local societies, organisations and
businesses. This was followed by the question time event. The panel of five
members included a local MP, the Chairman of the Parish Council, the Leader
of the District Council, a Hertfordshire Councillor and the Chairman of the
Resident’s Association. Topics covered included over development, threats to
small businesses and the lack of youth facilities.
Pictured: Denise Coleman (Branch Chairman) and June Batchelor (Branch
Secretary) with their display.
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Croxley Green Branch celebrates 85 years
Croxley Green Branch members were presented with a certificate to
commemorate their 85th anniversary during their March coffee morning. Mrs
Doreen O’Dell, President of Hertfordshire County, presented the certificate to
Denise Coleman who is the Chairman of the Croxley Green Branch. Mrs O’Dell
praised the branch for their achievements; only a few years ago the branch was
struggling but with the introduction of their monthly coffee mornings, fundraising
events and the loyal support of members and friends (including members from
the North Bushey Branch), Croxley Green have consistently topped the table for
the most money raised in Hertfordshire for the national welfare schemes. Well
done ladies!

Branches in Devon County take the plunge on New Year’s Day
To mark the start of the Women’s Section 90th Anniversary, branches in Devon County braved the
cold waters of Paignton Beach on New Year’s Day to raise funds and awareness of the Women’s
Section. The branches involved were Plymouth Drake, Paignton and Kingsteignton, all of whom were
joined and supported by family, friends and many of the general public. The total amount raised
from this event was £1463 which was allocated to the Purse Presentation. Well done Ladies for
such a brilliant and brave effort!

Legion Ladies Scoop Awards – Eastbourne Branch
Members of Eastbourne Branch were awarded four County awards in
February. They won second place for the most donations to the National
Benevolent Fund, third place for proficiency and Pam Burgin won third place
for her design of the Women’s Section 90th Anniversary card. Terry Westcott
also won the Don Davitt Tankard for his dedication to Eastbourne Women’s
Section. Well done Eastbourne – keep up the good work! Pictured left to right:
Peggy Philpott, Shirley Band, Helen Baxter, Terry Westcott and Pam Burgin
receiving their awards.

Standard Bearer Celebrates 40
years of service - Kingsteignton
Branch
In December, Mrs Joan Gillson presented Miss
Hilary Satterley with a statuette to
commemorate her 40 years as a Standard
Bearer. Family and friends were there to
celebrate the occasion, as well as Officers from
the County Branch, Club and Standard Bearers.
In true Christmas spirit, Kingstreignton Branch
members were then entertained by
Moretonhampstead hand bell ringers. 

Branch and County News

Olveston & District Branch
Congratulations to Olveston & District Branch members
who helped raise £1,700 for the St Peter’s Hospice in
Bristol in December last year. Branch members
decorated a Christmas Tree in Thornbury Methodist
Church after being approached by the Hospice for
fundraising assistance. 

New Branch
Opening in
Cornwall County –
Saltash & District
Branch
We are delighted to
announce the formation
of a new Women’s
Section Branch in
Conrnwall County. Saltash
& District Branch was
officially opened on 21st
March 2011. We wish
them all the best of luck
and look forward to
hearing how they get on. 
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Uniform to Work Day 
‘Uniform to Work Day’ will be happening on Wednesday 22

June 2011. This will apply to all Service personnel who do not

normally wear their uniform when on duty or at work. It is

aimed to encourage all Reserve Forces personnel to wear

uniform to work on 22 June 2011, where this is compatible

with MOD procedures and local security considerations.

Wear Your Veterans Badge to Work
In parallel with ‘Uniform at Work Day’, veterans employed at

MOD Establishments are encouraged to wear their H.M. Armed

Forces Veterans Badge on Wednesday 22 June. Promoting this

concept will encourage others who are eligible to apply for

their Veterans Badge and raise awareness in the workplace of

the valuable contribution veterans continue to make after

leaving the Armed Forces. More information and details of how

to apply for the H.M. Armed Forces Veterans Badge can be

found at www.veterans-uk.info. 

Fly the Flag for Our Armed Forces
The Devolved Administrations in Scotland, Wales and Northern

Ireland, together with the Regional Governments in England

and every local authority in the UK, the Channel Islands and

the Isle of Man will be again invited to fly an AFD flag (‘Fly the

Flag for our Armed Forces’) during the week preceding AFD. In

2010 every local authority in Wales, England and Scotland and

nearly all in Northern Ireland flew an Armed Forces Day flag.

Flags will also be available to members of the public through

Zephyr Flags www.zephyr-tvc.com. ‘Fly a Flag’ for Armed

Forces Day you can buy through the official AFD supplier.

Register your name/event to keep in touch online and you’ll

also get a free AFD window sticker. 

Armed Forces Day 2011
This year’s Armed Forces Day (AFD) will be held on Saturday 25 June and it is less than one month until the celebrations in AFD’s host city,
Edinburgh, begin.The aim of AFD is to boost public support and appreciation of all those who serve and have served in HM Armed Forces and
the theme is ‘Show Your Support’.  AFD provides an opportunity for the UK public to recognise the contribution that the Armed Forces
community make, and have made, and for the Armed Forces and veterans to know that they are valued and enjoy the respect and support of
both the Government and the nation. 

National and local events 
At the national event in Edinburgh, events will begin in Leith on the afternoon of Friday 24 June, including tours of HMS Portland, a Royal Navy Type 23 Frigate, and various water-based displays in

Leith Docks, culminating in a full display by the Red Arrows over the Firth of Forth. There will also be the opportunity to watch a Royal Marine Commando display, a Royal Navy Field Gun Display, and

displays by the Cadets.On Armed Forces Day itself (Saturday 25 June), a parade of up to 1,500 serving personnel, veterans and cadets will march down the Royal Mile from the Castle Esplanade to

Holyrood Park. The parade will end with a short ceremony of thanks – a Drumhead Ceremony – and this will be followed by a packed afternoon of events and entertainment for all the family,

including flypasts by military aircraft, Highland dancing, music and a Veterans' Village. The day’s celebrations will end with a Beating Retreat, a long-standing military tradition which now marks the

end of a ceremonial occasion. 

Ways you can ‘Show Your Support’
There are lots of simple ways for you to show your support if you are not able to attend the national event. Local events are happening up and down the country over the two week period around

Armed Forces Day (18 Jun – 3 Jul). Events range from parades and fairs to dinners and dancing to a taxi pull challenge. To find your nearest event visit the website: www.armedforcesday.org.uk 

For more information, please contact Chiara or go to www.armedforcesday.org.uk




